Old  Indian  Names 

of  Nearby  Streams 

Reprinted  front  the  Frankford  (Phil..)  Di.patch 
August  11,  I9ii. 

.al'tk,e  011  the  history  of 
1 DOMING,  it  was  stated  that, 
rhat  section  of  Philadelphia  derived  its 
name  from  the  number  of  wild  grape 

™.es.  growing  there  “ the  early  davs 

ChU-p^t-vu  CTr°r-  The  na“e  WIS- 
Vrvp  n K 0r  WISCHAX\E- 
-1IXK  (Ihe  stream  where  we  were 

fr°m  ^ehas-sin 
o be  afraid),  and  Hanne  (a  stream  or 

X Is  the  true  name  for  the  Taconv 
or  north  branch  of  Frankford  Greet 
and  fiom  the  corrupted  name  of  that 

*he  town  °f  wiSSixomixg  «. 

cen  ed  its  cognomen. 


As  it  may  prove  of  interest  to  some 
of  the  readers  of  the  “Dispatch  to 
know  the  meanings  and  derivations  of 
some  of  the  other  Indian  names  famil- 
iar in  this  section,  they  are  here  given. 

WISSAIIICKON.  This  name  was 
corrupted  from  Wisameckhan  (cat-fish 
stream),  derived  from  Wi-su  (fat  or 
fleshy),  and  Na-mees  (a  fish),  and  Hanne 
(a  stream  or  river). 

WINGHOCKING,  the  name  of  the 
south  branch  of  Frankford  Greek,  was 
corrupted  from  W 'ingehacking  (a  favor- 
ite place  for  planting),  derived  from 
Win-gan  (sweet)  and  Ha-gi-ha-can  (a 
'plantation). 

TOHICKON,  a stream  in  Bucks 
County,  was  corrupted  from  Tohickhan 
or  Tohickhanne  (the  drift-wood  stream 
or  the  stream  we  cross  on  driftwood). 

TULPEHOCIvEN,  a branch  of  the 
Schuylkill,  was  corrupted  from  Tulpe- 

Wihacki  (the  *an<^  turfles)’  derived 


fro®  Tul-pe  (water  or  sea  ton,  > 
Hac-ki  (th*  sea  turtJc),  and 

1 ,rile  iand  or  earth)  , 

(the  land  turtle).  Taek-quoch 

TIOGA  was  corrupted  frorn  t- 
fhe  Iroquois  word  for  JL  T'ac«a' 

SHA.MOKIX  wafXr^riT 

r JeSIarsthschachmeti  * 

m.,khan  ,th  '■  “d  t!le  creek  Schaeha- 
Sdtaiha.r  eek  tr6?’’  f™m 

Sc] -0  Pr  r * ee  ’ compounded  of 

<:ts  (straisbt>  and  Da_mees 

shackaiv  r axo\  ^ 

Stc“-k  ^ a 

r.ei  L1LIvILL  Was  caIIed  bX  tile 

that  faTn?  GanSh°WehanBe  (the  stream 
r aL  ls  nois3' m its  course). 

POQLESSIXG  was  originally  p0- 

~ Tr tbere  °re  *>**>■  *£- 

p-BT-^^'pe:quees  (a  mouse>- 

f“  ' 1<JMEA  was  in  the  Delaware 
,°r  Lenape  ton*ne  Pakihmomink  or  Pn 
hionmmk  (where  there  are  cranberrifs), 


derived  from  Pakihm  (a  cranberry). 

PENNYPACK,  a creek  emptying  into 
the  Delaware  through  the  old  Matthias 
Castor  farm  at  Holmesburg,  was  Pema- 
peek  (a  body  of  water,  lake,  pool  or 
stream  without  motion  or  current).  ^ 
1700,  William  Penn  wrote  the  name 

Pemepecka. 

NESHAMINY  was  Nischamhanne  (a 
double  stream  formed  by  the  joining 
of  two  branches),  derived  from  Nis- 
chn  (two)  Ni-sche-cat  (double)  Ni-scbi- 


nach-ke  (twenty). 

MANAYUNK  was 
Meneiunk  (where  we 
-our  place  for  drinking 

G. 


corrupted  from 
go  to  drink  or 
liquor. ) 

C.  MARTIN. 


